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Abstract
The complete type series of the White-striped Forest Wallaby Dorcopsis hageni Heller, 1897 comprising the skin of a female as well 
as skin and skull of a male specimen has been rediscovered in the vertebrate collections of the State Natural History Museum Karlsruhe 
(SMNK). The skin of the male has been transformed into a mounted specimen at the turn of the 20th century, with has remained broadly 
unnoticed in the literature. The catalogue of the mammal collections of the SMNK as well as an original label indicates that Erima, not 
Stephansort, is the type locality of the species. The skull of the type series has been labelled “Dorcopsis dorsolineata Heller”, but there is 
no evidence that this name has ever been published.
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Introduction

Many German natural history collections have been bad-
ly damaged or even completely destroyed during World 
War II (Landsberg & Damaschun 2010; Schüz & See­
mann 1956; Würz 2009), and the aftermath left by these 
destructions is still evident though their real extent still 
remains to be evaluated for many institutions. The State 
Museum of Natural History Karlsruhe (SMNK), for ex-
ample, lost major parts of its vertebrate collections dur-
ing the bombardment of Karlsruhe in September 1942 
(Höfer et al., in press), among them the entire collection 
of bird skins, which had been regarded as representative 
by Heinroth (1898). The mammal collections were al-
most as badly affected, but the recent rediscovery of the 
complete type series of the White-striped Forest Wallaby 
Dorcopsis hageni Heller, 1897 gives hope that speci-

mens supposed to be lost forever can still be traced and 
identified. Furthermore, a closer look on the original la-
bels and supplemental notes provides previously unpub-
lished information on collecting date and locality of at 
least one specimen of the type series and reveals a previ-
ously unreported name for this species. 

Results and Discussion

The type series of the White-striped Forest Wallaby Dor-
copsis hageni Heller, 1897 comprises the skin of a fe-
male (SMNK-MAM 534) as well as skin (SMNK-MAM 
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533) and skull (SMNK-MAM 535) of a male specimen. 
The specimens were obtained in Papua New Guinea (at 
that time German New Guinea) by Bernhard Hagen 
(1853–1919), medical doctor of the Astrolabe Company, 
passionate naturalist (Jentink 1888; Wichmann 1912: 
583), ethnographic researcher, and founding director of 
the Museum of Ethnography at Frankfurt am Main, Ger-
many. A note by Hagen on the measurements of the fresh-
ly killed male dates from 31 May 1894 (Fig. 1A), but no 
collection dates were recorded for the female. Skins and 
skull were donated by Hagen to the Natural History Mu-
seum Karlsruhe (at that time known as Großherzogliches 
Naturalien-Cabinet Karlsruhe) in 1895 together with ad-
ditional vertebrate specimens from Papua New Guinea. 
Karl Maria Heller (1864 – 1945), curator at the Zoo-
logical Museum Dresden, taking over the identification 
of the mammals subsequently recognized and described 
the new species, naming it after its discoverer. 
	 Register numbers were assigned after the description 
was published. A holotype was not designated by Heller. 
The head line of the corresponding paragraph in his paper 
reads “Dorcopsis hageni, sp. n. ♂, ♀”, and the diagnosis 
of the species also clearly relates to characters of both 
sexes, i.e. “corpere subter in mare breviter albido-cinero-, 
in femina abdomine sat longe albo-pilosa […]”. Thus, 
Throughton (1937: 118) erroneously referred to an “the 
adult male holotype of hageni ” in his description of the 
no longer recognized subspecies D. hageni eitape.
	 Details on the type locality are ambiguous: it is giv-
en as “Stefansort [sic] ad sinum Astrolabe [= Astrolabe 
Bay]” in Heller (1897) as well as on the museum’s label 

attached to the skin of the female. In the Karlsruhe cata-
logue, however, the locality is given as “Erima, Deutsch-
Neuguinea” for all three specimens. The reverse of the 
label attached to the skull of the male also reads “Erima, 
D. Neuguinea” (Fig. 1B). Erima either refers to a village 
north of Stephansort, a roadstead in the Astrolabe Bay 
(Wichmann 1912: 581), or – more likely – to the planta-
tion of the same name founded nearby in 1890 (Wich­
mann 1912: 512). Thus, Erima seems to be the true locus 
typicus for D. hageni. 
	 By 1986, all specimens except for the skull (Fig. 2A) 
were supposed to be lost, as is evident from entries in the 
original catalogue of the mammal collections as well as 
from the card index compiled between 1972 and 1989 by 
Ralf Angst, former curator of the vertebrate collections 
of the SMNK. However, a handwritten note on a piece 
of calendar sheet for November 1950 found between the 
pages of the mammal catalogue, indicates that the com-
plete series was correctly identified and stored away in the 
collection room by the early 1950ies. Between the same 
pages of the catalogue a small envelope was found includ-
ing field notes by Hagen already mentioned (Fig. 1A). 
	 In the course of the complete rearrangement of the 
vertebrate collection in 2015, the skin of the female 
D. hageni SMNK-MAM 534 was discovered in an un-

(A) Original field notes by Bernhard Hagen providing measure-
ments of the freshly killed male of the type series of Dorcopsis 
hageni, most of them quoted in Heller (1897) as well as the date 
31/V 1894, which is probably the day the specimen was collected. 
(B, C) Original label of the skull of the type series with (B) reverse 
side giving Erima, D[eutsch]. Neuguinea” as locality, and (C) ob-
verse side inscribed with “Dorcopsis dorsolineata Heller”, though 
this name apparently was never published. Not to scale. 

(A – C) Type series of Dorcopsis hageni Heller, 1897. (A) Skull 
of male specimen (SMNK-MAM 535), (B) skin of female speci-
men (SMNK-MAM 534), and (C) full mount of male specimen 
(SMNK-MAM 533) (photographs: V. Griener, SMNK).



219

VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY  —  66 (2) 2016

marked drawer among few other study skins of marsupi-
als. Having the original label still attached (Fig. 2B) the 
identification of the skin was straightforward. A mounted 
male specimen of D. hageni (Fig. 2C) lacking any la-
bels was identified as the missing specimen SMNK-
MAM 533. Although this specimen was registered as 
study skin in the catalogue, it was evidently made into 
a stuffed specimen by the turn of the century to be pre-
sented in the museum’s exhibition hall. The syntype of 
D. hageni is mentioned besides other mounted marsupi-
als in the museum’s guide of 1904 (Auerbach 1904: 48), 
but this fact apparently remained widely unnoticed (e.g., 
Groves & Flannery 1989). As no additional specimens 
of D. hageni are mentioned in the card index, catalogue, 
inventory or register of the SMNK, it seems highly un-
likely that the rediscovered specimen is not identical with 
specimen SMNK-MAM 533. 
	 Groves & Flannery (1989) in their revision of the 
genus Dorcopsis state that they have seen both skin and 
skull of the type referring to specimen number LNK 
535 (with LNK being the acronym for Landessammlun-
gen für Naturkunde Karlsruhe, the former name of the 
SMNK), but this seems to be a slip of the pen, because 
SMNK-MAM 535 clearly refers to the skull only. 
	 Surprisingly, the name of the newly described species 
is given as Dorcopsis dorsolineata Heller on the original 
label that is attached to the skull SMNK-MAM 535 (Fig. 
1C). Apparnetly, this name has never been mentioned in 
any publication (Wilson & Reeder 2005), otherwise it 
would be a nomen nudum.
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